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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



JANUARY, 1853. 



WIDE SCOPE OF PEACE. 

The subject of Peace spreads out before us a rich and almost boundless 
field of inquiry. We can find in the whole range of human interests, scarce 
one that is not fairly embraced within the limits of this great cause. It sug- 
gests, and forces upon our attention, a thousands points of vast importance. 
There is the question respecting the accordancy of war in any form with the 
genuine spirit and principles of Christianity ; its contrariety alike to sound 
policy, and the clearest dictates of reason and humanity ; its hostility to the 
cause of freedom, both civil and religious ; its waste of property, not merely in 
military preparation and actual war, but in countless other ways gener- 
ally unheeded ; its terrible havoc of life by other and more fatal means than 
sieves or battles, camps or marches ; its baleful influence on agriculture, man- 
ufactures and commerce, on the arts and sciences, on the interests of learn- 
in"', religion and philanthrophy, on every enterprise of benevolence or reform 
now in progress, on all the great agencies at work through the world for 
the improvement and salvation, the temporal and eternal welfare, of its teem- 
ing myriads. 

Such is the range of topics embraced within the limits of our cause. We 
would fain discuss them all in due time, and present them to the public eye 
in all their variety and vastness. We would reiterate the exhortation of Chal- 
mers, first uttered by him thirty-seven years ago : " Let one take up the 
question of war in its principle, and make the full weight of his moral sever- 
ity rest upon it, and upon all its abominations. Let another take up the 
question of war in its consequences, and bring his every power of graphical 
description to the task of presenting an awakened public with an impressive 
detail of its cruelties and its horrors. Let another neutralize the poetry of 
war, and dismantle it of all those bewitching splendors, which the hand of 
misguided genius has thrown over it. Let another teach the world a truer 
and more magnanimous path to national glory, than any country of the 
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world has yet walked in. Let another tell with irresistible argument, how 
the Chrisitian ethics of a nation is at one with the Christian ethics of its 
humblest individual. Let another pour the light of modern speculation into 
the mysteries of trade, and prove that not a single war has been undertaken 
for any of its objects, where the million and the millions more which were lav- 
ished on the cause, have not all been cheated away from us by the phantom 
of an imaginary interest. This may look to many like the Utopianism of a 
romantic anticipation ; but I shall never despair of the cause of truth ad- 
dressed to a Christian public, when the clear light of principle can be brought 
to every one of its positions, and when its practical and conclusive establish- 
ment forms one of the most distinct of Heaven's prophecies, — " that men 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into prunning- 
hooks ; and that nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more " ' 

The cause of Peace numbers among its friends not a few of our most gift- 
ed and most highly cultivated minds; and we would earnestly solicit the united 
contributions of their genius, learning and taste to enrich our pages, and give 
this world-wide enterprise a new, powerful and permanent impulse. We 
shall aim, the ensuing year, to throw light especially on such topics as the 
following : — 

1. The inconsistency of war, in its spirit and principles, its aims and ac- 
tual results, with our religion of peace. 

2. Its incompatability with the better spirit of the age, and with the full 
success of its most useful and'most honorable enterprises. 

3. Its hostility in particular to freedom and popular rights, to the gen- 
eral inprovement of the people, and to nearly all sure or salutary reform in 
government or society. 

4. The obstructions it opposes to the progress of pure religion at home, 
and to its spread and triumph over the whole earth. 

5. Our constant exposure to actual war, in one quarter or another, from 
the war-spirit still alive among the people, and from the war-system still 
continued as a kind of torch to kindle the fires of national strife at any 
moment 

6. The probability of superseding war by the introduction of feasible and 
effective substitutes, far better than the sword for all purposes of international 
security and justice. 

7. The special obligations resting on ourselves, as the Model Republic of 
the world, to take the lead in weaving these peaceful substitutes for war into 
the international policy of all Christendom. 

There will, of course, come up a great variety of other topics during the 
year ; but to the above we invite the special attention of contributors to our 
pages, and of ail co-workers in our cause. 



